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— Dhû’l-jalâl (Mawlaé), 1073. 
— Khuda, 
Safi-yi mulhid-kush, 212. 
Sultan (—‘Ali), 1072. 













Sarat wa ma 
Sarat (zuha 
Tabarra, 472. 

-o wa tawalla, 1140. 
Tadadd, 1427. 
Ta'lim, 114: 

— wa ta 
Taqiyya, 16 
Taqlid, 1007, 
Tarattub, 14 
dunya, 
an, 1978. 
m, ۷ en 1488. 

2, 1140, 1914. 

55, 1474. 





1891, 1970, 1973. 
1 taslim, 1143. 













7. 
1887, 1969. 















— wa tanzil, 53-5, 1830, 
و"‎ 2001, 2150-1. 
'Ta^ yid, 3. 334, 1346, 1376, 
1441, 14 4 
Ta’'yîdi ( 
Ummu'l-kitàb (=Fâtiha), 281. 
‘Unsur (chahar , 2142. 
A r, ۰ 












= (=Hujjat), 2004. 

Yawmi Mawla-na, 171. 

Zabáün-hà (‘Arabi, Turki, Farsi, 
comp.), 324-1 B 

Zahid (ahl 

*Zühi -u 












268, 1101, 


*Z 
Zuhüri shakli, £ 
— strat waz.haqiqi, 608. 





INDEX OF TECHNICAL TERMS. 


‘Ilmi bátin wa ‘ilmi zâhir, 1101. 
— Hujjat, 255, 273, 1207. 
-  lláhi, 445. 

— ma'ni (ma‘naw?) wa ‘ilmi 

885. 
— Rabbani, 1101. 
—  Rühbu'l-Qucds, 192. 
— sri wa ‘ilmi ma'nawi, 885. 
—  ta'yidi, 143 
— zâhir wa ‘ilmi bátin, 1101. 
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I&hurqán, 11 3 
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Mazandaran, 1146. 
a 1134. 
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Miyanda 
Multan, 
Nishápür, 11 33. 
Qam, i.e. Qum, 1137. 









Ghüsha, 1136. Qulzum (sea of —), 1146. 
Gilan, 1146. Quin (arabic. Qumm), 1137. 
Hind, 1339, 1596. Ray, 1135, 1137. 
Hindustan, 1146. Sabzawar, 1133. 
Irán, 1116, 1600. Samnán, 1136. 
‘Iraq ( 1117, ıîrÃz, 250. 
1339, SPLE tân, 1147. 
Kashan, 37-8. Taran, 1600. 
Khurasan, 1117, 1147, 1274, 1339, Turkistân, 1147. 
1547, 1596. 
III. Dares (IN HIJRI ERA) 
1037 (?),—565. 1050,—244, 575-6, 1224, 1988. 
1045 (2), last day of Rajab,—1561. 1056 (?),—259. 
IV. TECHNICAL TERMS 
Adami khaki, Dawri hazar sål, 2141. 
— manaw — Imâmân, 2161. 
Ahli Al- lâh, 21 — qiyamat, 1554. 
— —  walàyat, 1329, 2191. 
— Dhati Haqq, 474, 1097, 2041. 
— din, 383, 2186-9. — law khalat, 1878. 
— Haqq, 1955, 2012, 2190. — Salmani, 1090. 
— Khuda, 1902. Dini àli abà, 94. 
— tadadd, 1427. — haqq, 1974. 
— tarattub, 1427. Fitrati Dhati, 350. 
tariq, 1954. — kasbi, 350. 
* Ali- dán, 112 Gabr, 1978. 
*'Ali-gà, 1125 Hajj, 119. 
Anwari Dhati, 350. Hagiqi (zuhüri—), ۰ 
‘Aqli juzwi, 198. — wa majázi, 254. 
— kull, 198, 1307, 1326. Hashar, 572. - 
r, 1809. Haydari azhdar, 233. 
Mawla, 367. Hudüd, 512, 2049. 
Awliyá, 384, 2192. Hujjat, 256, 280, 1088, 1090, 1207, 
Babu’l-lah, 206, 1088. 1377, 1522, 2004, 2043. 
Bábi Düzakh (haft), 2008. Hujjati kibar, 1334. 
— Iram (hasht), 2008. — zaman, 1422. 
*Bátin wa zâhir, 84, 253 sq., 1515-6. Hujjatani ahli burhán, 1039. 






Da if wa quwi, 14 


Dåâʻiyi dawri mà (=pir), 1522. 





Da‘iyan, 1172. 
wa Hujjatan, etc., 1 
Da'wat, 1327, 2035-6. 





Dawlati jawidi, 2005. 
Dawr, 1552, 2026. 


Hujjatan wa da‘iyan wa rahiban wa 
ma’dhainan wa mufalliman wa 
mustajiban, 1283. 

wa Payghambarán, 2037. 

Hujjatáni in zaman, 1172. 

Ikhtiyar, 1107. 

hâd, 1649. 


283. 


INDEX 


Note 1. 
occurs. 


Figures show the numbers of the verses in which the entry 


Note 2. Names or terms which are common, and need no special com- 


ment, are omitted here. 


For instance : 


‘Alî, Murtada, Mawla, Rasal, Khuda, 


Al-lah, etc. When used in an uncommon sense, are given, marked with an 
asterisk, indicating that not all the cases of the occurrence of the entry are 


referred to. 


Note 3. 
as a symbol, are here omitted. 


The names of the heroes of famous poems, introduced merely 
For instance : Majnün, Mahmûd, Ayaz, etc. 


I. NAMES OF PERSONS 


‘Abbas (shahi zaman), 649, 662. 
*‘Abdu’l-lah Ansari, 113. 
Adhar, 552. 
Abmadi Jam Zinda Pil, 113. 
Ahriman, 1021, 1 
‘Attar (and ‘Attari W. ali), 111, 354, 
1089. 
Báyazid (Bistami), 835. 
Ba Dharr, 531. 
Bà Turab (‘Ali), 527, 1726. 
Dhü'L-fiqàr (Shah—), 314, 1087. 
— (sword, as an allusion 
to the name of the 
Imam), 109, 234, 272, 
332, 1223, 1608. 
Duldul, 1608. 
Fir'aun, 824. 
Hafiz, 112. 
Hallàj (Mansür), 317, 1956. 
Haran, 824. 
Hasan, 'Imádu'd-din, 1273. 
Hashim, 1726. 
Hashimi, 1702. 
Tlyás, 641. 
“Imad, Mir (—Rustam), 1179. 
*"Imádi din, Mir—, 1419. 
'Imádu'd-din Hasan, 1273. 
‘Imran, 1139. 
*Imráàni, 1726. 
158, 825, 837, 1203, 2159. 
Iskandar, 534. 
Ja*far Tayyûr, 1654. 
Jamas, hakim, 646, 661, 674 
Junayd (Baghdadi, Safi), 8 
Khalil (—Ibráhim), 552, 823, 2159. 
— (father of Noru’d- dahr), 274. 
Khûqûnî, 1159. 
Khidr, 641. 
Luqmûn, hakim, 646, 674. 











Mahdi-yi huda, 1354. 

Mansür (Hallàj), 317, 1956. 

Marwan, 1035, 1593. 

Masiha, 1550. 

Murra, 2146, 2151. 

Masa, 2159. 

“‘Imrani, 824. 

1, 863. 

Nah, 862, 1459, 1460. 

Nûri dahr (Shahi waqt), 151, 1714. 

Nüru'd-dahr, Sháh—, 259, 287, 
291, 475, 1270. 

Nüru'd-dahr (Shah) ibni Dha’l- 
fiqar, 314. 

Nüru'd lahr (Shah) b. Khalil, 274. 

Nari, 1 

Qanbar, 531, 1608. 

Qàásimi Anwar, 112, 353. 

Ridwan, 1080. 

Rustam, Darwish, 1244, 1419. 
— (Mir 'Imádu'd-din), 1179. 

Rustami Zal, 1146. 

Sa‘di, 1159. 

Safi (shaykh), 226. 

Salman (Farsi), 531, 1073, 1090, 
1170, 1608, 2121. 

Shabbir-u Shabbar, 630. 

Shamsu'd-din (Sultáni Khurasan), 
1274. 

Shamsu’l-haqqi Tabriz, 849. 

Shaqiq (Balkhi), 835. 

Sulayman, 445. 

Takhmas (shah), 653. 

Thana’i (=Saná'i 7), 1918. 

Yazid, 0 

Zaynu'l-'ábidin 
2015. 

Zinda-Pil, Ahmadi Jàm, 113. 




















(Z. ibàd), 630, 








Author 

















کے 
Borrowers Issue Borrower's | Issue‏ 
pate‏ 
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the members of the family became connected with Kerman only 
towards the end of the Safavide period. 

In one of his poems (v. 1274) the author refers to a person, 
whom he calls * Sultan of Khorasan”, Shamsu’d-din,—perhaps a 
saint? In another place, just a verse above the preceding, he 
mentions one called Nari (if this is not a mistake), who was perhaps 
a poet. 

All other persons who are mentioned in his poems are referred 
to in the Index (except those who appear merely as the heroes 
of different poems). 


(Noté on the Edition of the Text) 


The system which is accepted in some standard editions of 
Persian poetry, and which introduces some special devices to mark 
the short and long vowels (whenever they are not marked in 
Persian characters), is not adhered to here. All the educated 
Persians to whom the text was shown, unanimously protested 
against this system as a gross violation of the established tradition. 
In order that this edition may be used by readers in the West 
and in the East, it was decided to retain the traditional ortho- 
graphy. Thus there is no differentiation in writing in the case 
of the idáfat being a long or short 7, or of the conjunction -%, ete. 

The reader is to be aware of many violations of metre in 
these verses. They had to be left as they were, because of the 
absence of a reliable copy, or because they may be original. 








14 DIWAN OF KHAKI KHONKASANI. 


Darwish Rustam (vv. 1179, 1419). The poem (No. 107) in which 
he is mentioned was apparently completed on the last day of 
iajab or the first day of Sha‘ban 1045, i.e. the 9th or 10th of January 
1636 (see v. 1561 in which the date is expressed in 7 


1 £ rather a 
doubtful way). Does this mean that this Mir ‘Imad was the 


predecessor of Shah Dhü'l-fiqár ? In all known versions of the 
line of the Nizari Imams the father of Shah Dhû’l-fiqâr appears 
to be Murad Mirza, or Murád-'Ali Mirza: the question then arises 
as to whether these are one and the same person. The title Mirza 
added after the name, is usually applied only to the princes of the 
ioyal house. Its appearance amongst the titles of the Imams 
may have something to do with the tradition that one of them 
was married to a daughter of Shah Tahmasp. But the grand- 
father of Murád-Mi also had this title, and was also called 
Gharib-Mirzà. Thus, it is not clear to who was married to the 
princess. If Shah Dha’l-fiqar was living in the beginning of the 
XIth/XVIIth century, then, allowing thirty years per generation, 
the 33rd Imam, ‘Abdu’s-salam, most probably flourished about 120 
years before. Now this was about the same time that the career 
of Shah Ismá'il Safawi began. It is interesting to note that the 
name ‘Imadu’d-din does appear in the list of the Imams in ne al 
third bab of the oldest known copy of the ZZaft-báb (which is about 
125 years old). It gives the names in quite a different order ; 
this ‘Imadu’d-din is there the grandfather of Gharib-Shah (as it 
calls Gharib-Mirzà). It is impossible to solve this puzzle with 
the materials at our disposal, and we must leave the matter 
undecided. However, we must admit that there is nothing im- 
probable in the fact that a person, who had the original name of 
‘Imadu’d-din Hasan and the honorary title of Mir, as he was a 
descendant of the Prophet, could also have a Sufic surname 
Rustam, or Darwish Rustam, and, at the same time, was known 
in official circles as Murad-Mirza. The most difficult part of this 
is the fact that Khaki never mentions the latter title. 

There is another strange circumstance to solve. As this 
Mir ‘Imad was still flourishing in 1045/1636, and his grandson, 
Shah Nüru'd-dahr was already the Imam in 1056/1646, it appears 
that Shah Dhû’l-fiqâr was an Imam for only a few years. 

We may add also that in one of his poems, No. 102, Khaki 
gives interesting indications as to the place of the residence of the 
Imams in his time. It was then in ‘Iraq, i.e. the present province 
of Isfahan, and this is entirely in agreement with the oral tradi- 
tion. The author traces the itinerary as far as the vicinity of 
Kashan, vv. 1134-8, and in another place, v. 88, he plainly states 
that the residence of the Imam is in Anjudáàn (a village in the 
district of Mabhallàt). It seems, therefore, quite probable that 














1 Mabhallát is a modern term; now it includes the territories which 
in earlier times belonged to the districts of Jushqan and Faráhán. 
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of a contemporary and devout follower about the names and 
sequence of the Imams, in addition to the definite date of his 
works, would be of the highest importance, in establishing a reliable 
point for orientation in this dark period. 

It is important to note that, as is well known, medizval 
and even fairly modern Persian names of persons are very unsafe 
to go by. Every person of note had his own original *'birth- 
name", under which, however, he might never have been 
mentioned. Very often, instead of this, he could be known by 
quite an accidental surname, honorary titles, which might have 
changed periodically, his /akAhallus, or “ nom-de-plume", if he 
would be a poet or writer,—a thing very common in Persia. And, 
lastly, if he was a Sufi, in addition to all other names he would 
have also had a special name when initiated into the tarîqat, 
and yet another name when he was initiated into the Zagiqat. 
Most probably Persian Ismailis used special sectarian surnames 
for their Imams, which they never divulged to outsiders. Thus, 
eminent persons like the Imams, could have normally at least 
half a dozen of different aliases, of which the Ismailis would 
preserve only one. It is quite probable therefore that we may 
find references to them in the ordinary Persian historical books, 
but we cannot tell who is who. 

The oral tradition about Imam-Quli is that he lived under 
three successive Imams. Two of them were the 37th and the 
38th, Dhü'l-fiqdüàr and Nüru'd-dahr. In verse 314 the latter is 
called the son of the former. We find in v. 274 that the original 
name of Dhû’l-fiqâr was Khalil (probably Khalilu'l-làh). In the 
ghazal 26, in which appears the date 1056/1646, Shah Nüru'd-dahr 
is referred to, and it is stated that the “seventh qgirám", most 
probably meaning the seventh millennial period, is kept alive by 
him. Though there may be some doubts about the reading of 
the first z»isrá', containing the date, it is obvious that Shah 
Nüru'd-dahr was the Imam after 1050/1640. As the author re- 
peatedly refers to the prophecy about the zuhûr, apparently the 
manifestation in all political as well as religious power, of an 
Imam, and as he mentions this “seventh girdn’’ in connection 
with Sháh Nüru'd-dahr, we may infer that he succeeded to his 
high office about 1050/1640.* 

In addition to these two Imams Khaki often refers to a 
person whom he calls Fardi Haqq, or Mardi Haqq (v. 1179), or 
Sháhi zamin wa zamán (v. 1419), etc., thus implying his being an 
Imam. He calls him Mir ‘Imadu’d-din Hasan (v. 1273) and 








1 Khaki repeatedly refers to the prophecy of the Prophet himself con- 
cerning the appearance of the Mahdi in the year 1050th after Hijra. It would 
be too long to mention all the modifications which this alleged prophecy has 
undergone in the course of the history of Islam : 100, 300, 500, 1,000, etc. 
years were fixed as dates. For details see D. S. Margoliouth, On Mahdis 
and Mahdiism, in the Proceedings of the British Academy, vol. VII, pp- 1-21, 
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to several times. Amongst the different dogmatic points we 
may mention the author’s emphatic rejection of the principle 
of giyds, or analogy in religious matters ; there are also incidental 
passing references to other theological questions,—they can be 
found in the index of terms. 

6. We may add here an interesting reference given by 
Imám-Quli, which will be much appreciated not by students of 
Ismailism, but by those who are interested in the medieval 
sociology of Persia. It is the question of the religious formulation 
of the workers' or traders' corporations, which were mostly here- 
ditary and had their own pirs. At present they are almost for- 
gotten in Persia, and in India there are only faint traces of them. 
They are supposed to be dákhili silsilai faqr, i.e. participating in 
the Sufic organisations, and are vaguely divided either into “ eighteen 
trades" (hijdah kasb), or, as given by Khaki, “ thirty-three pro- 
fessions " (si-wu si sinf or saná'at). The names of such professions 
always vary very much; Kháki's list is (vv. 772—5) : 1. black- 
smith : 2. taylor; 3. hired mourner (khanndf); 4. goldsmith ; 
5. bow-maker ; 6. weaver; 7. bath-keeper ; 8. policeman or head- 
man (ashráf): 9. servant (ghulam); 10. eunuch (khwdja); 11. 
mir,—executioner ? : 12. farmer ; 13. watchman ; 14. thief ; 15. diviner 
(arráf): 16. sarráf, or money-changer; 17. baker (khabbdz) : ۰ 
cook; 19. cloth merchant (bazzdz) ; 20. retail merchant (bagqdl) ; 
21. grocer (‘allaf): we may add to these professions such as: 
22. barber; 23. water-carrier; 24. porter; 25. street-sweeper ; 
26. carpenter; 27. shoemaker; 28. maker of felt (namad-mdl) ; 
29. executioners (mir ghadab) ; 30. soldier : 31. saddler ; 32. basket- 
weaver ; 33. glass-maker. There are, indeed many other pro- 
fessions which can be included, like sieve-makers, story-tellers 
(naqqal), and,—a striking omission,—butchers  (gassáb). The 
muleteers and camelmen can also claim to be within the si/sila'i 
faqr. 

We may turn now to a very interesting point in the Diwdn 
of Khaki which deserves much attention from the student of the 
history of Ismailism in Persia. In his poems he praises the Imams 
of his time, gives their names, and even their sequence. As is well 
known, all historical works of the Ismailis in Persia (if such works 
ever existed), are lost." We know hardly anything about their 
Imams for about five and a half centuries,—from the date of the 
fall of Alamut to the assassination of Shah Khalilu'l-láh II, in Yazd. 
Nothing but mere names are preserved by oral tradition, and their 
proper sequence sometimes is not clear. Therefore the testimony 














1 In the *Zbrat-afzá, by Ahmad Wiqûr Shirazi, which records the personal 
narrative of the 46th Imam, Hasan-'Ali Shah (lith. Bombay, 1278/1861), 
it is stated that there was a notebook in the possession of the Imam, con- 
taining a full genealogy, and the numerous autographs of his predecessors. 
It perished during the attack, the Baloochis made on him in Sindh, when 
all his property was looted. 
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the Imam.* Most probably this is due to the tagiyya: or the 
expected manifestation really is not the advent of the hidden Imam 
of the Ithna-‘asharis, but the advent of the political prominence 
of the Imam of the time (ef. v. 1071). 

It is often repeated that the Imam is the one who distributes 
rewards and punishments to men (qasimi khuld wa nar). There 
are also references to the well known Ismaili doctrine about the 
millennial periods (dawr), about the “ day " and ** night ” of reli- 
gion, about the difference between the Jmdmi mustagirr and Imami 
mustawda', etc. 

3. Hujjat. The doctrine about the h ujjat, which is apparently 
the most difficult point in the Nizari doctrine, is here not as clear 
and detailed as that about the Imam. It is very interesting to 
note that some functions which in the later Nizari literature 
belong to the hujjat, are still attributed to the 05, whose part 
in the later phases of it is rather insignificant and obscure. The 
hujjat is the mysterious *'tie "5, wásifa, between men and the Imam. 
He “in his substance and meaning (dhdt wa ma'ná) is one and the 
same with the Imam ; his inner nature is one and the same, with 
the Imam, but his purpose (mana) and the physical manifestation 
(zahir) are separate in appearance ” (cf. v. 256). His knowledge 
(ln) is “incomparable ", and *: unique ", beyond that of ordi- 
nary mortals. 

4. The hudid, or the ranks of the Ismaili hierarchy, are 
frequently referred to. After the hujjat follows the dû“, the 
mu'allim, the ma'dhün (the author systematically writes ma’dhi, 
Plur. ma’dhiiyadn), and the ^mustajib. The faithful are variously 
styled as ahli Haqq, ahli Khuda; ahlu'l-láh, ahli danish, ahli tariq, 
but especially akli tarattub, or the * people of order", as opposed 
to the ahli tadádd, the followers of anarchy and lawlessness. The 
Sufic term pir is applied not only to the hujjat, but also to the 
da‘? (cf. v. 1522, pir ki dá'ii dawri ma-st). There is also the same 
division as in the Ma‘dinuw’l-asradr of the “ strong ones ” (qawî?) 
and the “ weak ones” (daf). In the gasida No. 106, verses 1301— 
21, the author mentions the forty virtues of the mardi Haqq, 
which agree entirely with the similar virtues in the Sufic lists. 

‘5. The symbolical interpretation of the duties, formulas, 
and rites of Islam is not given in detail,—this topic certainly is 
not consistent with the author’s taqiyya. One can look up the 
references given in the index under the terms like namdz, zakát, 
sawm. hajj, etc. The principle of the tawalld and tabarrá is referred 





! Cf. the beginning of ghazal 58: In 13 years the Hadrat shall manifest. 


himself (zuhür mikunad). 
2 Cf. about all these matters the Fasl dar bayáni shindkhti Imdm, in 


plete agreement with the theory of that work, which apparently was written 
about the time of Khaki, and, from the remarkable coincidence of the technical 
terms, we may infer that it was probably known to him, 
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2. The doctrine about the Imam, as may be expected, is 
the central point in these speculations: God is beyond (munazzah) 
everything, —says the author, in the verse quoted just above, and 
continues: “the (real) Master of the House (sdéhibi kár-khána) 
is Mawlà ”, i.e. the Imam, who participates in the Divine essence: 








“The real and hidden meaning (ma‘nd wa bátin) of ‘Alî 
of the time (i.e. Imam) 
Is different, though it has apparent bodies (suwari zâhir). 
In His substance (dkat) He is beyond (munazzah) (percep- 
tible) properties (szfdt), 
Though He may have a human body and be a man."! 


He is that '" Guiding person " (Shakhsi rah-namd) (v. 1559) 
in every period of time, who is the one ** commanded in the pre- 
eternal mystery " (Manstsi bátin) (v. 1558); the great “ Mystery 
of God”, Sirri Alláh (vv. 708, 1018); He is “ the Real. Adam “at 
Adami manawi (v. 525), who is different from Adami khaki, 
i.e. the ordinary mortal. In addition to the terms Mawld, Mawla- 
nad, Rah-bar, Rah-namd, etc., he is referred to under Sufic-like 
expressions of Mardi Khuda, Mardi Tzad, Mardi Haqq, Mardi 
ma'nawi, Mardi wagt, but especially simply Shah (cf. the index, 
sub voce).? “Alî is the real khalifa, or the Lieutenant of God 
on the earth, who is referred to in the Coran (II, 28), cf. vv. 44, 
45, 93. Imam is the ۲۵۶ Haqq or Dháti “ law khalat " , i.e. the 
Guide, without whom the earth cannot exist even for a moment, 
ete. (vv. 1097, 1879). The substance of Imamat is one, and 
eternal (cf. v. 1771) : 


“The “ capital” (nagd) of the Imam is only one,— 
It is eternal (azal7) and cannot be attained by practising 
virtue (‘amal?).”’ 





The different Imams are all only different manifestations 
(zuhür), or dresses (jáma) of that One, Single Imam, changing 
throughout only by the succession by physical birth (nassi wiládat). 
Imam is the expected Qd4'i. 

It is interesting to note in connection with this that the 
doctrine about the Great Resurrection, the Qiydmatu’l-qiydmdt, 
which forms the axis of the Nizari reform, is not mentioned here 
at all, though indirectly it seems to be implied in the doctrine 
about the cancellation of the outward forms of devotion. More- 
over, strange to say, there are several places in which one clearly 
sees that the author soon expects the zukůr, or manifestation of 





1 See verses 452-3. 

2 The secret doctrine of Persian darwishes also has ** Mardi Haqqani”, ` 
or “ Haqqani pádsháh ", just as they also have a strange expression for the ` 
idea of the “ ordinary mortal ",—»niydhi khaki. 
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and are still known by the name of ‘Ata’u’l-lahis. Probably after 
his time, or perhaps even earlier, a strong connection had been 
established between Sufism and Ismailism in Persian popular ideas. 
“ Even now, the average Persian regards the followers of the <“ Agha 

Khani Mahallati”’ as a peculiar order of darwishes of the ordinary 
Shi'ite type.! 

In the mixture of these three elements, the Sufic, Shiite, 
and moralistic, all of which are quite essential to the doctrine of 
the author, there are scattered references to what may be regarded 
as the real Ismaili theories, which Khaki does not bring to the 
front. From the story of his being tortured and getting away 
alive almost by a miracle, we see that his cautiousness was entirely 
justified. In fact, he was quite lucky : his predecessor, Qasim Amri 
of Shiraz, another Ismaili poet, whose few available poems show 
more cautiousness than those of Khaki, was executed in Shiraz 
on the charge of heresy in 999/1591. 

If we analyze the beliefs of Khaki which refer to the purely 
Ismaili theory, we find that not only in substance, but sometimes 
in terminology his teachings coincide completely with those ex- 
pounded in the Fas! dar bayáni shindkhti Imam wa Hujjat (also 
known among the sectarians under the title Ma‘din wu l-asrár), which 
was edited with a translation by me in the VIII vol. of the 
Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1922), pp. 1-76. 

We may summarize here, as briefly as possible, these scattered 
allusions. 

1. The Ismaili principle about the transcendence of the 
Substance of the Deity (tanzih), and the impossibility of predicating 
to it the qualities or attributes perceptible to the human senses, 
or to the thought based on the experience of the physical world : 

“Truth, the Allhigh, is transcendent to every thing" (Haqq 
T'a'dlá munazzah az hama-st, cf. verse 402). “ Truth is beyond 
the thought and imagination ” (Haqq zi fikr-u khaydl birin-ast, 
v. 85). Knowledge of God (Haqq) may be obtained only from 
Himself, just as light is visible only by itself. No one can 
know His substance through reason or through the senses,—He 
is beyond human comprehension (fikrat-há), cf. verses 1959— 
1961. Sometimes there is even some note of pantheism in these 
speculations, as in the verse 2201: “thou must see in the 
way of absolute reality (hagqu’l-yaqin),—there is nothing but God 
in these things (of the world)”. Only these */mwl-yagín and 
Aaqqwl-yaqin, i.e. absolute and revealed knowledge, can show the 
way to the comprehension of the true idea regarding the properties 
of the Divine Substance (szfáti Dhát, cf. v. 474). 











1 In the case of Khaki such intimate connection with Sufism does not 
mean any cordiality with the Sufis of that time. In his verses “ Shaykh ” 
and “zâhid” continually reappear as synonyms of humbug, swindling, and 

_ depravity. He also speaks of the Safi-yi muthid-kush (v. 212). 
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no kind of exaggeration is ever objected to, it being taken simply 
as a sign of deep emotion, or of poetic inspiration. Popular 
Persian poetry of religious shading is full of the purest deification 
of “Ali, the Mawlâ, or of the Sâhibwz-zamân. Praises to them 
are quite normal in the most orthodox Shi'ite poems, and onl 
the initiated would realize that these terms in Ismailism have 
quite a different meaning. The Sâhibwz-zamân here is not the 
hidden twelfth Imam of the Shiʻites, but the Imam who occupies 
the office at the time ; and the term Mawla means not only ‘Alî 
ibn Abi Talib, but also every Imam in the line, who is a per- 
sonification of the same Divine substance. 

With regard to Sufism it would be superfluous to recall the 
close connection between the Sufic and Ismaili theories, which 
are derived from the same source. In adopting Persian poetic 
terminology the Ismailis probably did not so much follow the 
faqiyya, but simply yielded to the powerful influence of this 
literary fashion which exercised its pressure far outside the purely 
Sufie and Shi‘ite circles. We see from the poems of Khaki that 
such influence was not entirely superficial. For instance, he 
frequently alludes to the theory of the three stages of religious ` 
life, the shartat, tariqat, and haqiqat ; to these he gives quite a 
different meaning from that of Sufic literature : shari‘at here means 
the outward religious practice, the zâhir ; tariqat is a combination 
of the zâhir and the balin, apparently just as in the Fatimid form 
of Ismailism ; and hkaqigat is pure bdtin, evidently in the sense as 
in the reformed Ismailism of the Alamut school of the Qiydmatu’l- 
qiyamat. 

The question of the real internal relations of Sufism in its 
later stages in Persia with the later Ismaili doctrine is still quite 
obscure, and cannot be properly studied until we have at our 
disposal more authentic material. It seems, however, that a 
genuine and complete combination of both is quite possible. 
According to the secret beliefs of the darwishes of Persia the 
highest stage, hagiqat, is entirely identified with, the doctrine of 
Ali-ilahis ; and, strange to say, a properly educated darwish, even 
now, has to know by heart the Nizari line of the Imams, though, 
as a rule, these darwishes do not possess the slightest idea as to 
who these persons are. We know that there were some Sufic 
orders who deified Safavides. Remnants of such sects, the so- 
called Siydadh-supuri (i.e. * Black-shielded "), are still in existence 
in some villages not far from Tehran. It is quite possible that 
such symbiosis of Ismailism and Sufism could have existed in 
practical life for a long period of time. We know that one of the 
Nizari Imams, the 40th according to the official genealogy, Nizar 
II, who lived towards the end of the Safavide period, was a pro- 
minent member of the Ni'matu'l-láàhi Sufic order, and was known 
under the name ‘Ata’u’l-lah. His followers who formerly inhabited 
Khorasan, moved under his guidance to the province of Kerman, 
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whom I had a chance of showing 


Educated Persians, to 
he undoubtedly had some poetical 


" Khaki’s poetry, agree that 
talent, but that he was not a properly trained and educated poet. 
e" Some of his verses are very good, though scarcely brilliant. The 
fact, 


majority, however, are ‘awwdm, or in popular style. In 
it appears that he had no great power of invention or originality ; 
though all his poems are full of deep and sincere devotion, these 
feelings are expressed in rather worn out similes and metaphors 
which are used by thousands of inferior poets,—not a spark of 
originality ! 

His Diwan may interest the student of Persian poetry as a 
specimen of the work of a poet who represented the tastes and 
ideals of rather a large mass of rural population, and had little 
to do with the influences of the tastes which ruled supreme at the 
courts of the Safavide Shahs. 


3. THE DOCTRINE 


An average educated Persian can read the Diwdn of Kháki, 
gm admire his deep Shi‘ite feelings, without even realizing that 
he was an Ismaili. Only occasionally would there be found ex- 
pressions which sound somewhat strange. But an easy explanation 
of their strangeness is the obvious amateurism of the author in 
3 matters of theology : thus his <“ Slips" may be attributed to his 
devotion rather than to anything else. In fact, there are many 
thousands of religious poems written exactly in the same strain, 
the authors of which have never had the slightest connection with 
Ismailism. 
Such complete tagiyya, or <“ protective dissembling ", however, 
cannot be entirely attributed to Kháki's special efforts or particular 
skill in this respect.! It depends to a far greater degree 
on the homogeny of the elements of which Shi‘ite Sufism and the 
form of Ismailism followed by Kháki are based. His doctrine 
differs only slightly from Shi‘ism in its Sufic and poetic interpreta- 
tion. Ever since the early triumphs of the Safavides the main 
course of Persian poetry has been laid through the field of this 
Sufie and Shi'ite sentiment, with a great deal of moralistic specula- 
tions. This poetry recommended with fatiguing monotony the 
most ideal virtues of every description, without even the slightest 
effort at looking soberly upon the diseases of society and seeking 
for a practical remedy. 
Shi‘ite extremism, which is one of the principal elements of 
Ismailism, is no stranger to poetically inclined orthodox Persian ; 





1 He himself alludes to the fact that his statements should not be taken 

. literally. In verse 149 he Says: “I am talking in allegories, and the 

matter which is thus expounded (in those allegories), the real idea, is 
hidden and abstract; it is not as it appears here ۰ 
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as in di-st for din ast, zami-st, for zamin ast, ete.1 This is very 
systematic when it is required by the rhyme ; but the author is 
quite generous in sacrificing other consonants too,—for instance 
maa for maaa. Occasionally there are traces of rural pro- 
nunciation, especially in the instances of @ being pronounced as 
u, cf. mundan for mándan, bung for bång, etc. 

Incidentally there are found antiquated forms, such as fairly 
frequent cases of andar and hamî, which perhaps were not quite 
obsolete in Khaki’s time. But forms like badîn (for ba-in), or badan 
(for ba-dn, cf. v. 414), are very rare. The Precative mood is not 
found here. 

We notice that whenever Kháki introduces an Arabic expres- 

and he seems to be very fond of doing this,—at once his 
prosody becomes confused. Not only was he quite unaware of 
the most elementary rules of Arabic prosody, but he did not even 
correctly pronounce Arabic words. Instances of this can be 
found on practically every page : in this edition they are generally 
left as they are, with necessary corrections of what may be regarded 
merely as scribes’ errors. 

Khaki frequently refers to famous Persian poets. such as ~ 
Nizami, Hafiz, Sa‘di, ‘Attar, Sana‘i, even Maghribi and Qasimi 
Anwar. He frequently refers also to many well-known stories 
such as Khusraw and Shirin, Layli and Majnün, Mahmûd and 
Ayáz; Shah-u gada, Wamiq-u ‘Uzra, etc. Hence he probably 
had some acquaintance with these, and possibly also with many 
classics of Persian literature, but we cannot see, how substantial 
his acquaintance was. 





sion, 

















1 It is interesting to note that the Old copy systematically prefers this 


reading while the new one tries to correct it. In the Old copy there is 
systematically written ma’dhiydn, instead of madhindn, the Plur. from 
ma dhün, which most probably was locally pronounced simply ۰ This 


testimony is very valuable indeed for the study of the history of Persian 
phonology. 

2 See verse 1513. 

3 There are some expressions also which appear to be local rather than 
archaic ; for instance, chandiniyán-so many, v. 1556; or digaráni (in O. copy) 
in the sense “otherwise ", or <“ different ’ : khétir-ash kay digaráni báshad — 
* how should he think differently ". An interesting case of the modal particle 
mi- with the Infinitive is found in the verse 1993, mi-shinidan : pishi 
mardi chunin bi-báyad raft, mi-shinidan kalima'i haqq-rá——'' thus one must 
go before the Man, and hear the word of truth”. A case is noticed (see 
verse 1310) of the use of the particle Z4. which at the same time may be 
taken for an abnormal form of the Plural of an abstract term (fawakkul- 
hd), or it may be a dialectical verbal prefix, cf. vv. 1275-6, etc. I have 
already pointed out cases of similar usage in ** An Ismnilitio Work by 
Nasiru'd-din Tusi " (J. R. A.S., 1931, p. 563), in a MS. of the Raudatw't-taslim, 
which also was written in Khorasan, though four centuries before the poetry 
of Khaki. Another feature is the remarkable number of instances in which ` 
the 2nd pers. Sing. of the Present Tense, with or without modal particles, ` 
is used in the sense of the Imperative. Or is this Imperative with -fî ? Any- 1 
how, this usage is still quite common in Khorasan. 
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The New copy is a volume of demy-octavo size, 481 pages, 

12 lines on a page. It was completed on Tuesday, the 12th Rabi'i'l- 
awwal 1317, i.e. 21-vii-1899. There must be, however, slight 


mistake in the date as this day was not Tuesday, but Friday, or 


Saturday. It gives first the ghazals (arranged more or less alpha- 
two short 


betically), then the gasidas, then tarji-bands, then 
mathnawis, then a qasîda ascribed to Mawla-na "Abdu's-salàm, 
then the Dhurriyya, by his 


then two more tarji'-bands by Kháki, 
son 'Ali-Quli, then a ghazal in Khorasani dialect by Khaki, and 


lastly an ‘arida, or petition, also in Khorasani dialect, which, it is 
said, was sent by Khaki to the Shah. Unfortunately, it is not 
copied from any old manuscript, but was written down at the 
dictation of some “ old men ” who knew it by heart. 

The owner of the copy, Haji Masa Khan of Poona. says 
that he used the Old copy, mentioned above, supplementing it 
from other sources which are no longer in his possession. On 
comparing both these copies, it appears that there are some poems 
in the Old one which are not found in the New, and, of course, 


vice versa. The poems which appear in both copies contain no 
copy repeats all the mistakes of the 





Friant ; in fact, the New 
There is not a single case of deviation 


Old, and adds many more. 
which really deserves to be called a variant. Sometimes there is 


an occasional omission of a line, or a mistake in the sequence of 
lines, but these are obviously due to the scribe’s negligence. 
The poems which at present are missing in the Old copy could 
have belonged to it when it was fuller than it is at present. A 


peculiar feature of Khaki’s poems is an occasional change of metre 
in one and the same poem. Such cases may be in reality due to 
os. 107, 





a confusion of several poems possessing the same rhyme (cf. 


114). 
There are many peculiarities of orthography, and all of them 


indicate the author's weakness in prosody. For instance, on many 
occasions the final suffix -i is to be read as a short syllable : in the 
Old copy chi is always a long, and chin a short syllable. Besides 
there are numerous cases of a long vowel in a closed syllable being 
simply treated as a long one, and not long plus short. The author 
has a real Khorasani dislike for the nasals, and 7 is often omitted, 





Poems which appear only in the New copy : Nos. 84, 97, 103-107, 114, 

115. These were included only because of their special importance. 
! On some occasions, however, the scribe was far too careful, and 
included in Khaki’s poems additional verses, intended to contain some 
the events connected with 


**' prophecies ", which were all concerned with 
e come into the Diwán is seen 


the present Imam. How such passages hav 

from the Old copy, in which, in several places, there are added in the mar- 
gins, in quite a different and obviously modern handwriting, the ** missing `` 
bayts. Though the sectarians are very fond of these ` prophecies”, all of 
them are omitted in the present edition. It is interesting to note that 
there are no such <“ prophecies " with regard to the preceding Imams,— does 
this mean that the Diwán was not read for a long time 7? 
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publication the Nigdristan and Bahdristan, mentioned above, are 
also included. In addition to this, the larger copy mentioned 
further on, contains also some poems by other authors, such as the 
author’s son Raqqami, *Abdu's-salàm, and others. 

In the present edition are given: 100 ghazals, seven qasidas, 
six tar] -bands, and both the short treatises, mentioned above, in 
the form of gasidas, altogether 2,208 bayts. All poems that are 
typical, or those that contain interesting ideas, references to dates 
or names of persons, etc., are given here. Those that are omitted 
are merely repetitions of the same types, or contain endless, and 
by no means original moral counsels, praises of “Ali and curses 
upon his opponents, etc., i.e. the kind of Shi'ite poetry of which 
there are thousands of volumes, in manuscript and printed. 

The present edition is based on two manuscripts, one which 
we may briefly call the Old copy, and the other,—the Modern 
or New copy. The first is a volume of 109 leaves, of demy- 
octavo size, of grayish handmade paper. Of some of these 
leaves only small fragments remain ; apparently many are lost 
at the beginning and the end, and the MS. is on the whole in a 
bad condition, being greasy, soiled, worm-eaten, and having ~ 
many lacunas in the middle. The owner of the copy, Mukhi 
Muhammad Mir, of Bombay, says that, according to tradition, 
this isan autograph. Though it is quite possible, it seems, however, 
to be somewhat doubtful, because there are occasionally mistakes 
which could be made only by a scribe, and not by the author. 
It seems, however, that the copy dates at least from the end of 
the eleventh/seventeenth century. Im addition to the general 
appearance of the manuscript, this is attested by some notes in 
the margins, giving the dates of the birth of some children. Such 
notes must necessarily be made very soon after the birth, and 
thus we can regard them as a safe indication that the copy was 
already in existence at the time. They range from the end of the 
eleventh to the early years of the twelfth e. A.H., i.e. the last 
years of the XVIIth century A.D." The copy is written appa- 
rently by one person, but the handwriting varies slightly. There 
are many peculiarities in orthography, which, however, are not 
so great as to indicate a real dialectal form of Persian. The 
copy contains some gasidas, a few tarji‘-bands, and mostly ghazals, 
which are partly arranged in an alphabetical order. 











1 The MS. contains 109 folios, 18,5 by 12,5 em, and 15,5 by 9,5 em. 
The number of lines is irregular, about 16 or 17 lines to a page. On f. 13v 
four dates are legible: 1096/1685, 1093/1682, 1106/1694-5, and 1107/1695-6. 
On f. 14 only one ean be read,—1108/1696-7, all other notes are damaged 
when the margins were cut in binding. 7 

2 Poems in the present edition which appear in both copies, Old, and 
New: Nos. 1-7, 9-13, 15, 17—22, 25-28, 30—41, 43-54, 56-59, 62-65, 67-75, 
77-81, 83, 85-96, 98-102, 108-113. 

Poems which appear only in the Old copy : Nos. 8, 14, 16, 23, 24, 29, 
42, 55, 60, 61, 66, 76, 82. 





INTRODUCTION. THE DIWAN. 3 


** Whole life I sought for the King, 

But all my efforts were in vain. 

From the beginning to the end the Khidr (i.e. the Imam) 
of the time was like a father to me, 

And thus I could drink the “ Pure Wine" from the jar 
of the King. 

Brother, do not think that this path is easy,— 

I have walked along many paths in the desert of Love. 

This is not the valley of rest, it is the abode of anxiety and 
trouble,— 

So much misfortune, sadness and pain have I seen. 

My reason, virtue, and knowledge have I put aside, 

Taking as truth whatever they used to tell me," ete." 


It is difficult to find what real facts are alluded to here. But 
the tone alone of this passage indicates that it was written by the 
author when he had attained an advanced age. It would be 
interesting to search properly in Dizbad, or the adjacent villages 
inhabited by the Ismailis, for prose works by Khaki, which 
so far are not known, or for some occasional notes on local manu- 
Scripts, in which dates referring to his life may be preserved. 


2. THe DIWAN 


The works by Khaki, which are so far known, are: (a) his 
Diwán, (b) a lengthy religious poem in mathnawi verse, with the 
title Z'ulz uw'sh-shams (or T'awáli ww sh-shums),? and (c) two shorter 
versified religious treatises in the form of gasidas, the Nigáristán, 
and Baháristán.* 

The Diwdn, in the copies accessible at present, contains about 
5,000 distichs (bayts), and is composed of over 220 ghazals, over 
35 qasidas, nine (arji-bands, and two short mathnawis. This ap- 
parently is only a portion of the whole: there are no qit‘as, no 
quatrains, and there are clear traces that in the MSS. on which the 
present edition is based the number of the ghazals towards the 
end is much smaller than that in the original In the present 





1 See verses 982-6. 

2 This work, about 1,300 bayte long, was composed in 1055/1645, as 
is stated in itself. It is divided into seven bábs, dealing with the same 
matters, and written in the same style as the Diwan. Unfortunately in the 
copy which is accessible to me the seventh báb is missing. 

3 Both these works are intended to be independent treatises; this is 
why they have special titles. The second of them even is divided into five 
fasis. They are placed in this edition at the end of the Diwdn, but for the 
student of Ismailism they may be the most interesting of the lot. 

* This can be seen from the fact that though the poems with the rhyme 
ending in -m or +? are usually as numerous as those in -d and -t, here, 
in the total number of the ghazals we find that while the latter two groups 
are composed of 54 and 60 poems, the former two consist of only 4 and 4. 
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a reference to him. All that can be gathered on this subject is 
derived either from his own works, or from the local tradition of 
his native village where, in a garden on the slope of the hill on 
which it is situated, his grave is still preserved and visited. Local 
tradition preserves almost no facts except that Imám-Quli was 
submitted to eruel tortures by the authorities, but survived them.! 
In his works there are very few references which may be regarded 
as autobiographical. Fortunately, in some of them he gives 
enough material to discover the period in which he was writing. 
The dates range apparently between 1037/1627, and 1056/1646. 
In one of them he refers to the reigning king (shahi zamdn), ‘Abbas 
but it is not certain whether he means “Abbas I (995 1037/1587— 
1628), or ‘Abbas IT (1052—77/1642—67). Local tradition always 
connects him with Shah ‘Abbas I, but this may be the usual 
aberration of popular memory in Persia which connects practically 
everything remarkable with that Shah. : 

We may add that his son, *Ali-Quli, who used the takhallus 
Raqqámi, was a poet also, but of his works so far as is known, 
only one qasîda is preserved. 

With regard to Imám-Quli we find that in his poems he often 
mentions his being ‘dm, i.e. a man of limited education.? His 
poems show clearly that though he undoubtedly knew the Coran 
well, and perhaps was well read in theological books, he could 
hardly be said to have received a proper and systematic education 
or have studied much Arabic. 'Though it must be admitted 
that he possessed a good poetical talent, his poems reveal on 
many occasions his helplessness with prosody and rhyme. He 
also alludes quite frequently to his being an old man (cf. v. 441), 
though it is not clear whether this is merely a poetical figure. In 
some of his poems he refers to some great distress and misery in 
Khorasan. ‘This obviously refers to the Uzbeg wars, if it is not 
an allusion to the persecutions of the Ismailis.* 

The author is far from being very cheerful. Thus in one 
of his poems, in which there is found apparently the longest passage 
of rather a biographical nature he says : 














1 A complaint against these tortures is embodied in the 'arida, or petition, 
composed in the local patois, cf. further on, p. 5. It is difficult to find out 
whether this petition is genuine, but the tradition regarding these tortures 
is quite strong amongst the people. 

2 On my visit to Dizbád in 1918, I did not see the inscription on his 
grave, but, on making inquiries now of the Persian Ismailis staying in 
Bombay, I was assured that it gives the date of his death as 1055/1645. 
'This is not in agreement with the date 1056/1646, found in one of his poems 
(No. 26), which, however, might be a mistake of the scribe. 

3 In one place, cf. verse 1331, he says: ** I am not capable of delivering 
n sermon, being so imperfect and sinful ; (besides) I am uneducated (dmm), 
nnd nll this that X tell and explain comes from my ignorance Cámmi) ". 

4 Cf. v. 1547... .** in this time when Khorasan and “Iraq (i.e. the Western 
Persia) are full of injustice... 


INTRODUCTION 
1. THE AUTHOR 


The author of the Diwdn, or collection of lyric poetry, extracts 
from which are published here, was Imám-Quli, an inhabitant 
of the village of Dizbad, in Khorasan, situated high up in the hills, 
half-way between Mashhad and Nishapur.2 In his poetry he 
used the takhallus, or nom-de-plume, Khaki, and is known as Khaki 
Khurasani He was an extremely devoted follower of the Nizari 
branch of the Ismaili sect, the same which is represented in India 
by the Khojas, the followers of H.H. the Aga Khan. 

Practically nothing is known of his biography. The Ismailis 
were always persecuted in Persia,* and therefore they had to keep 
their literature in strict concealment. It seems that till quite 
recently the works of Khaki remained entirely unknown even 
to the Ismailis of Central Asia, Afghanistan, and of the Southern 
provinces of Persia. Under such circumstances it is quite obvious 
that none of the numerous Persian biographical tadhkiras contain 





1 "This Turkish form of the name, which means “ the slave of the Imam A 


does in no way indicate a Turkish origin of the author. Under the 
Safavides the names composed with -Quli ('Abbás-Quli, Tahmasp-Quli, 
Alláàh-Quli, ete.) were quite common amongst pure Persians. At present 


there are no Turkish villages in the vicinity of Dizbad, though both in the 
districts of Nishapur and Juwayn there are Turkish villages and nomads, 
all connected with the large Bogharlu tribe, in which, however, there are 
no Ismailis. 

2 There is a rocky and precipitous path, regarded as the shortest, leading 
straight to Meshed. But the usual road begins in the gorge near the hamlet 
*Ali-Iüri, off the main Tehran-Khorasan road. At present there are two 
Dizbads,—D. bala and D. pa’in, the first being the original. Quite close 
to them is the hamlet Qasimabad, also inhabited by Ismailis. In the time 
of Khaki, Dizbad (which he never mentions in his poems) was probably 
quite a large village ; Khaki refers to this (v. 425): “ niyam man az kaláta 
balki az dih ",—*:* I am not from a hamlet, but from a (large) village ۰ 

3 He is obviously quite different from another Khaki Khurásáni, who 
died in 1234/1819, as stated in the Ayádwl-'árifin, cf. p. 256 of the Tehran 
edition. There were many other Khakis, in Persia and in India: in the 
same Riyddwl-‘Grifin, p .is mentioned another poet of the XIXth c., 
Mirza Amin Shirazi, Khaki; Wálih Daghistani, in his Riyádw'sh-shu'ará' (see 
W. Ivanow’s Catalogue of the Persian MSS. in the Curzon, i.e. Government 
of India, Collection in the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Caleutta, 1926, No. 57, 
entries 1117—1120) : Hasan-Beg (d. in India in 1021/1612) ; Mirza Jani (X/X V I 
c.); Khaki Sarhindi, and simply Khaki, without any further indication. 
Besides these there were probably many other Khakis. 

4 The latest case of persecution in Dizbad took place in 1910, cf. W. 
Ivanow, “ Ismailitica II ", Mem. of the As. Soc. of Beng., vol. VIII, pp. 55-56. 
Some of the Ismailis, saved from death by the energetic intercession of the 
British Consul, are still alive. f 
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new, reliable and good copy may render all the labour and money 
spent on it completely wasted. 

Under such circumstances it seems right, therefore, to publish 
as many as possible Ismaili works in what may be called auxiliary 
or tentative editions, which may be used in the same manner 
as a facsimile, having, however, con iderable advantages over it. 
The copies of such works as are available should be carefully 
corrected, as far as practicable, with the assistance of the educated 
sectarians themselves. If two or more copies of one and the same 
work are available, a complete version can be attempted. These 
should be lithographed, supplied with indexes and short notes 
on the original copies, on the authors, etc., and thus, at a low 
cost, be made accessible not only to a large number of students, 
but also to the Persian-speaking sectarians themselves, whose 
interest in having a reliable version of the book can thus be 
stimulated. 

The present edition of a substantial portion of the 
of Khaki Khurasani is the first attempt of such 
edition. 

Gratitude is to be expressed to the owners of the original 
copies, i.e. Haji Masa Khan of Poona, and Muhammad Mir of 
Bombay, and to all members of the Ismaili community who 
in some way or other helped the present work to appear, thus 
showing a generous and broadminded attitude in this important 
matter. And special thanks are due to the Executive Committee 
of the Islamic Research Association who published this work. 


لا ۱۷۷۰ 











rare Diwan 
an auxiliary 


January 1933, Bombay. 


۲( ها 





PREFACE 


It is unnecessary to emphasize the important part played by 
the Ismaili movement in the history of Islamic civilization in 
general, and Persia in particular. Though always severely per- 
secuted, its doctrine, which was forced to develop in strict con- 
cealment, found its way, by some invisible channels, into wide 
circles of the Islamic society, and exercised a remarkably far- 
reaching influence on it, especially on Sufism. The latter, which 
in many tenets appears as a complete parallel, if not merely an 
adaptation of Ismailism, remained for many centuries the focus 
in which converged the most different currents of the religious, 
philosophie, literary, social, and scientific life of the people, and 
involved practically every aspect of human activity. We may, 
with considerable right, compare Ismailism with an invisible, 
but very powerful spring at the bottom of the large but shallow 
lake of Sufism, which continued for a long period of time to feed 
it and prevent it from drying up. 

Therefore, students of the religious, social, and literary 
history of Persia always missed badly the possibility of having 
access to the original works of the Ismailis, from which alone they 
could acquire the correct information about the movement. Such 
works remained inaccessible, and only now do they gradually 
begin to come to light; it still requires, however, considerable 
amount of energy, persistence, and good luck to get access to 
them. The sectarians who own them are not usually very willing 
to part with them, or even to lend them to anybody. 

These works are so important for research, that, whenever 
they become accessible, it seems worth while to publish them in 
facsimile. This, however, is hardly possible for several reasons. 
In addition to the very high cost of such publications, the copies, 
which are accessible, are almost without exception of very poor 
quality, having been prepared by scribes of inferior education, 
who have filled them with a great number of glaring orthographical 
| mistakes, omissions, perversions of the text, etc. A costly facsimile 
edition, or a proper edition in printed form, would always be a 
risky undertaking, as it is quite possible that the discovery of a 
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